
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Hennepin 4th Judicial District

24A10605Prosecutor File No.
27-CR-24-22230Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Warrant

vs.

JOSHUA ANTHONY JONES    DOB: 03/15/1988

619 4th St NW
#A
Bemidji, MN 56601

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Murder - 2nd Degree - With Intent-Not Premeditated
Minnesota Statute: 609.19.1(1), with reference to:  609.11.5(a), 609.19.1, 609.11.9
Maximum Sentence: 40 YEARS
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/18/2024

Control #(ICR#): 24267642

Charge Description: That on or about September 18, 2024, in Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota,
Joshua Anthony Jones, caused the death of Victim 1, a human being, with intent to effect the death of that
person or another, while using a firearm.

 Minimum Sentence: 3 YEARS

COUNT II

Charge: Murder - 2nd Degree - With Intent-Not Premeditated
Minnesota Statute: 609.19.1(1), with reference to:  609.11.5(a), 609.17.4(2), 609.19.1, 609.11.9
Maximum Sentence: 40 YEARS
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/18/2024

Control #(ICR#): 24267642

Charge Description: That on or about September 18, 2024, in Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota,
Joshua Anthony Jones, attempted to cause the death of Victim 2, a human being, with intent to effect the
death of that person or another, while using a firearm.
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Minimum Sentence: 3 YEARS

COUNT III

Charge: Murder - 2nd Degree - With Intent-Not Premeditated
Minnesota Statute: 609.19.1(1), with reference to:  609.11.5(a), 609.17.4(2), 609.19.1, 609.11.9
Maximum Sentence: 40 YEARS
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/18/2024

Control #(ICR#): 24267642

Charge Description: That on or about September 18, 2024, in Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota,
Joshua Anthony Jones, attempted to cause the death of Victim 3, a human being, with intent to effect the
death of that person or another, while using a firearm.
 Minimum Sentence: 3 YEARS

COUNT IV

Charge: Possess Ammo/Any Firearm - Conviction or Adjudicated Delinquent for Crime of Violence
Minnesota Statute: 624.713.1(2), with reference to:  609.11.5(b), 624.713.2(b), 609.11.9
Maximum Sentence: 15 YEARS AND/OR $30,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/18/2024

Control #(ICR#): 24267642

Charge Description: That on or about September 18, 2024, in Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota,
Joshua Anthony Jones possessed ammunition or a firearm and Joshua Anthony Jones has been
convicted or adjudicated delinquent in this state or elsewhere of a crime of violence, Assault in the
Second Degree on Dec. 3, 2010.
 Minimum Sentence: 5 YEARS
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Complainant has investigated the facts and circumstances of this offense and believes the following
establishes probable cause:

On September 18, 2024, at approximately 4:39 a.m., officers responded to a report that a someone fired a
handgun four times and shot two people in an alley behind 2526 17th Ave. S. in Minneapolis, Hennepin
County, Minnesota. ShotSpotter technology indicated four gunshots in two two-shot bursts. Upon arrival,
officers located two male victims, each with a single gunshot wound to the head. One victim, identified as
Victim 1, was unresponsive and later pronounced deceased at the scene. An autopsy later confirmed that
the gunshot wound was the cause of Victim’s death. The second victim, identified as Victim 2, was lying on
the ground but was responsive to medical assistance. Officers later located a third victim, identified as
Victim 3, who was uninjured but who also was targeted with gunfire by the sole gunman.

Victim 2 was transported to HCMC by paramedics, accompanied by an officer. While receiving life-saving
care, Victim 2 identified the gunman as “Josh Jones.” Victim 2 added that “Josh Jones” was a member of
the Native Mob criminal street gang and that he drove a red four-door Jeep. Officers are familiar with the
Native Mob, a criminal street gang which is active in South Minneapolis and other areas of Minnesota.
Officers also are familiar with an active member of the gang, Joshua Jones, the Defendant in this case.
Officers received multiple reports that Defendant was driving a red Jeep before and after the shooting.
Investigators later responded to HCMC and presented a known photograph of Defendant to Victim 2, and
Victim 2 immediately stated, “That’s him. Yep.” Victim 2 confirmed that Defendant was the person who shot
him, adding, “Guilty.”

Officers located and collected a fired bullet lodged in the driver’s side of a van near the alley, north of the
garage at 2536 18th Ave. S. 

Investigators learned that Defendant had an outstanding warrant for an Assault-in-the-Second-Degree
offense which occurred on March 18, 2024 (Case #27-CR-24-14834). Investigators also were aware that
Defendant had a history of shooting people.

Over the course of September 18, 2024, as the investigation continued, officers responded to two
additional crime scenes involving gun violence in the area: occurring at 4:21 p.m. and 7:19 p.m.
respectively, and Defendant was identified as the primary suspect in each of these cases. Officers learned
that, in each of these other cases, Defendant attempted to shoot the victim in the head without warning and
without any apparent immediately precipitating event. 

Officers located a red Jeep in the area which is believed to be Defendant’s. Officers noted that it was a
stolen vehicle; that it lacked a front plate; and that it had a stolen rear license plate. A search of the vehicle
is pending.

At 7:31 p.m., officers located Defendant in the area. Officers gave verbal commands for Defendant to stop,
but Defendant did not yield and would not acknowledge officers’ presence. Officer drew their firearms and
took Defendant into custody at gunpoint. Upon arrest, Defendant would not confirm his identity. Officers
relied on his general appearance, his documented tattoos, and an IBIS machine to confirm his identity.
Defendant was transported to and is presently in custody at the Hennepin County Jail.

On September 19, 2024, investigators spoke to Victim 3, who acknowledged that he knew Victim 1, Victim
2, and the shooter. Victim 3 explained that he had seen the shooter on at least four prior occasions.
Investigators administered a sequential photographic lineup to Victim 3 which included a photograph of
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Defendant, and Victim 3 identified Defendant as the shooter. Victim 3 explained that he was in the alley
when Defendant shot Victim 1 and Victim 2. He observed Defendant arrive in the alley several minutes
before the shooting, but there was no argument or fight that explained Defendant’s actions. He recalled
Defendant started shooting, and he then looked up and saw that Defendant turned to shoot directly at him,
firing twice but missing him. Officers noted that, based on Victim 3’s descriptions of the locations of the
parties, the fired bullet which they located in the side of the van was consistent with Defendant firing at
Victim 3, missing, and striking the van. Forensic testing is pending.

On September 19, 2024, while recovering at HCMC, Victim 2 was able to provide an account of the
shooting. He explained that he was in the alley with others, and Defendant arrived five minutes before the
shooting. Defendant entered a conversation with Victim 1 and Victim 2 in the middle of the alley. At one
point, Defendant gave Victim 2 a cigarette, and Victim 2 turned his back to Defendant and handed the
cigarette to Victim 1. Once Victim 2 turned, Defendant shot him in the back of the head, wounding him in
the base of his skull. Victim 2 fell to the ground, and then Defendant shot Victim 1 in the head, causing
Victim 1 to fall beside him. Victim 2 said that Defendant did not say anything before or after shooting him,
adding, “it was like he had done this before” and that Defendant showed no remorse. Victim 2 recalled that
Defendant fired additional shots after shooting Victim 1 and Victim 2. Victim 2 offered that Defendant
typically possessed a 38-caliber revolver and that he likely used this firearm during the shooting. 

The investigation is ongoing.

Court records provide that Defendant’s criminal record includes convictions of multiple counts of Assault in
the Second Degree and Assault 2 for the Benefit of a Gang on Dec. 3, 2010 (Case #27-CR-10-18303);
Assault in the Third Degree on April 4, 2019 (Case #82-CR-18-2897); and Fleeing a Peace Officer in a
Motor Vehicle on July 12, 2021 (Case #29-CR-20-886). As a result of these convictions, Defendant is
prohibited from possessing any firearms or ammunition. Defendant also is currently facing multiple open
felony cases, including charges of Assault in the Second Degree shooting case from March 18,2024
(Case #27-CR-24-14834) and Motor Vehicle Theft cases from June 18, 2024 (Case #27-CR-24-19520)
and March 18, 2024 (Case #27-CR-24-14834). 

Additionally, as a result of Defendant other criminal acts on September 18, 2024, Defendant is now
charged with Murder in the Second Degree (27-CR-24-21550) and Attempted Murder in the Second
Degree (27-CR-24-21547)

A warrant is necessary because Defendant is a danger to public safety and because he is in custody on
other charges.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Russell Cragin Electronically Signed:
09/30/2024 10:41 AM
Hennepin County,  Minnesota

Police Officer
350 S 5th St
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1389
Badge: 1327

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
09/30/2024 10:29 AM

Joshua Larson
300 S 6th St
Minneapolis, MN 55487
(612) 348-5550
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear as directed in the Notice of Hearing before the
above-named court to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANTX
To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute NationwideX Execute in Border States

This warrant may be executed at any time of the day or night and on Sundays or legal holidays.X

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $1,500,000.00
Conditions of Release:  No Possession of Weapons; No use of drugs/alcohol; Random UAs; Remain Law Abiding; Make All
Appearances

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: September 30, 2024.

Judicial Officer Kerry Meyer
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 09/30/2024 10:49 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

Joshua Anthony Jones
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Warrant

upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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DEFENDANT FACT SHEET

Name: Joshua Anthony Jones

DOB: 03/15/1988

Address: 619 4th St NW
#A
Bemidji, MN 56601

Alias Names/DOB:

SID:  

Height:

Weight:

Eye Color:

Hair Color:

Gender: MALE

Race:

Fingerprints Required per Statute: Yes

Fingerprint match to Criminal History Record: No

Driver's License #:  

SILS Person ID #: 571580

SILS Tracking No. 3420252

Alcohol Concentration:
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STATUTE AND OFFENSE GRID

Cnt
Nbr

Statute
Type

Offense
Date(s)

Statute Nbrs and Descriptions Offense
Level

MOC GOC Controlling
Agencies

Case
Numbers

1 Charge 9/18/2024 609.19.1(1)
Murder - 2nd Degree - With Intent-Not
Premeditated

Felony H1013  MN0271100 24267642

 Modifier 9/18/2024 609.11.9
Minimum Sentences of Imprisonment -
Applicable Offenses

 No-Level H1013  MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.19.1
Murder - 2nd Degree

Felony H1013  MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.11.5(a)
Minimum Sentences of
Imprisonment-Firearm Use or
Possession

Felony H1013  MN0271100 24267642

2 Charge 9/18/2024 609.19.1(1)
Murder - 2nd Degree - With Intent-Not
Premeditated

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.19.1
Murder - 2nd Degree

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Modifier 9/18/2024 609.11.9
Minimum Sentences of Imprisonment -
Applicable Offenses

 No-Level H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.11.5(a)
Minimum Sentences of
Imprisonment-Firearm Use or
Possession

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.17.4(2)
Anticipatory
Crimes-Attempts-Penalty-1/2 Of
Intended

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

3 Charge 9/18/2024 609.19.1(1)
Murder - 2nd Degree - With Intent-Not
Premeditated

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.19.1
Murder - 2nd Degree

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Modifier 9/18/2024 609.11.9
Minimum Sentences of Imprisonment -
Applicable Offenses

 No-Level H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.11.5(a)
Minimum Sentences of
Imprisonment-Firearm Use or
Possession

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.17.4(2)
Anticipatory
Crimes-Attempts-Penalty-1/2 Of
Intended

Felony H1013 A MN0271100 24267642

4 Charge 9/18/2024 624.713.1(2)
Possess Ammo/Any Firearm -
Conviction or Adjudicated Delinquent
for Crime of Violence

Felony W1149  MN0271100 24267642

 Modifier 9/18/2024 609.11.9
Minimum Sentences of Imprisonment -
Applicable Offenses

 No-Level W1149  MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 624.713.2(b)
Possesses any type of firearm/ammo -
Crime of Violence - ineligible under
624.713.1(2)

Felony W1149  MN0271100 24267642

 Penalty 9/18/2024 609.11.5(b)
Minimum Sentences of
Imprisonment-Firearm-Felon Convicted
Crime of Violence

Felony W1149  MN0271100 24267642
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